
Teaching Phonics and Reading at 

Gilnow Primary School

At Gilnow we aim for every child to make progress through 
fostering a love of reading. 

A rigorous approach to the teaching of reading develops 
learner’s confidence and enjoyment in reading. 

Across all classes reading materials are closely matched to 
learner’s phonics knowledge and comprehension skills.



What is phonics?

 Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters (graphemes) 
or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.

 Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters together helps them decode unfamiliar or 
unknown words by sounding them out. For example, when a child is taught the sounds for 
the letters t, p, a and s, they can start to build up the words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and 
“sat”.

 Click on this link to see videos of how sounds are taught at school:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


At Gilnow we teach phonics and reading using
‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds’

systematic phonics programme

Phonics is powerful knowledge. It opens up the potential of reading and so much other learning, 
too. Children are at an advantage if they are taught phonics efficiently and as early as possible in 
their learning journey. 

In our Nursery class children take part in Little Wandle’s ‘Foundation to Phonics’ learning through 
listening games and distinguishing sounds along with learning rhythm and rhyme.

Through our EYFS learning provision children have access to a book rich curriculum, phonics games 
and activities and a multitude of speaking and listening opportunities. 
In Autumn term of Reception the children begin daily short bursts of direct teaching following the 
Little Wandle Programme, this continues through to the end of Year 1.



INTENT

Our intent is that children will be able to decode any unknown words in age appropriate texts by the time 
they complete the programme.

This systematic progression in phonics learning covers: 

• all the phonemes of English words
• correct pronunciation of the phonemes 
• all commonly occurring grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) 
• the correct formation of all graphemes 
• blending for reading 
• segmenting for writing 
• the sequenced learning of appropriate tricky words. 

This establishes a clear sequence that enables children to begin to read and write simple words, phrases and 
sentences as early as possible. 



Implementation: Programme Overview

The programme overview on the following 2 slides shows the progression of GPCs and tricky 
words that we teach term-by-term. 

The progression has been organised so that children are taught from the simple to more complex 
GPCs, as well as taking into account the frequency of their occurrence in the most commonly 
encountered words. 

All the graphemes taught are practised in words, sentences, and later on, in fully decodable 
books. Children review and revise GPCs and words, daily, weekly and across terms and years, in 
order to move this knowledge into their long-term memory.



The children in reception and year 1 have a daily phonics lesson of 15-30 minutes, structured as 
follows:
• Revisit and Review
• Teach and Practise
• Practise and Apply

The children also have three reading sessions each week, in small groups using fully decodable 
books from the Little Wandle scheme.

This book is then taken home to practise with parents.



Reception Class

This charts show the graphemes, and 
tricky words taught over the Reception 
class year.



Year 1

This charts show the graphemes, and tricky words taught over Year 1.



Year 2 to Year 6

Teaching of reading continues to be a priority beyond the phonics programme.

At Gilnow we:

• Teach reading comprehension skills 

• Hear children’s reading, on a one to one, weekly following our school reading scheme

• Teach phonics and spelling rules/ patterns weekly

• Teach key vocabulary through all curriculum lessons



IMPACT

In Reception and Year 1 children’s progress is continually reviewed through ‘Little Wandle’s’
assessments, every half term, alongside evidence from their reading and writing. Children who need 
help to keep up take part in small group interventions, in addition to the daily phonics lessons.

In June of Year 1, the national Phonics Screening Check is undertaken to confirm that the children have 
learned to decode to an age appropriate standard and determines what level of provision they will 
require the following year, in terms of any further phonics teaching.

From Year 2 to Year 6, regular assessment of the children’s reading and comprehension is undertaken 
by the class teacher.

In Years 2 – 6 Salford Sentence Reading Tests are completed at the start of each year to help identify 
children who may need more support. For those children the assessment is completed again, mid year 
and end of year.



Interventions for Reading and Spelling

We run some intervention programmes in school to help children make progress in line with Year 
group expectations:

• Blending intervention – for children who are having difficulty blending phonemes to read words. 
Though they may be able to recognise the graphemes and say the phonemes.

• Rapid Catch Up Programme – a programme designed to condense the phonics programme for 
children who have missed learning time in Reception or Year 1, i.e they are new to the UK.


